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Fibroihex is part of the Bi+ Arts Festival
running Sept 18-21, 2025 at various Toronto venues. See
Instagram @BiArtsFestival for info about the group art
exhibit, workshops, author showcase and cabaret, all by
bisexual and pansexual artists.

The Festival would like to acknowledge
funding support from the
Ontario Arts Council and the
Government of Ontario.




I'm looking forward to being a Crone,
after being queerly excluded from
Maidenhood and refusing Motherhood.

My body never grew a baby. Instead, it grew hexagons:
acyst (7.1 x 6.3 cm) and a fibroid (8.4 x 7.7 cm),
both in the ratio of a hexagon's width and length.

Doctors cut me open, pathologized my creations,
and sewed me back up again.
Now | am stitching and weaving more hexagons, a resilient
structure to stay strong in the face of uncertainty.

Alana Boltwood is a settler in
Toronto’s Annex neighbourhood,
with one foot in masc capitalism and
the other in queer community.

She has a Master of Design from OCADU. Alana learned
painting and collage at the Toronto School of Art and
learned textile crafts from the mother figures in her life.

See more of Alana's hexagonal world on

Instagram @alanaboltwood
and her previous project at hexasexual.com.
For inquiry or purchase please contact
Alana.Boltwood@gmail.com.



https://hexasexual.com/

Victorihex

Girls are expected to be pretty, get married
and have babies. Sometimes other, darker things
come out of our bodies and our lives.

Hanging of 12 jacquard fabric pillows, beads,
wire and ribbon on fishing line, with lights

$336 including local custom installation

¢
¥

Cystihex

My body grew a cyst and a fibroid, each in the ratio of a
hexagon's width and length. Maybe all my unwanted organs and
growths were hexagonal.

Twelve fabric pillows, felted with wool roving, with yarn
pompoms and beads, in upholstered wooden frame

$436




Honesthex

“There are no lies about hexagons”:
a maxim of my hexagonal world.

Unlike traditional embroidery samplers, this is not meant to prove
my obedience, stillness or suitability for marriage.

Embroidery floss on fabric, on wood frame

Not for sale

Umbilihex

Hexagons representing mother and child, hand-woven with yarn
from mothers who are connected to their children.

Yarn weavings, stuffed and sewn onto
muslin stained with acrylic, 16”x20”.

$336




Cyclohex

A grandfather clock for the hexagonal world,
tracking cycles of the day, month and lifetime.

Yarn weaving with 12 colour cycle, stuffed and sewn onto
|2 hex canvas, with yarn pompom. | have adapted the
practice of circular weaving to a hexagonal loom.

Radiahex

Radiological tests scan my organs over and over,
detecting the same growths, yielding no answers.

Yarn weaving with 6 sectors, stuffed and sewn onto 12” hex
canvas, with yarn pompom. | have adapted the practice of
circular weaving to a hexagonal loom.




Scopihex

Shaving off my grey hair was a validation of butch queerness,
after enduring feminized pain and invasive tests.

Collage of fabric, yarn, medical gauze,
human hair and acrylic on 30”x40” canvas

$536

Insomnihex

Hexagonal pillows are covered in the jumbled thoughts
of other geometries, keeping me from sleep.

Patchwork pillows on fabric blanket
quilted with embroidery floss, 187x24”

$336




Pendahexes

A selection of talismans to hang in your space,
for good luck in your health and life course.

Sold

Inspirations for Fibroihex

Steph Auteri, The Traditional Art of Embroidery as a Tool for
Activism, https://tinyurl.com/ypdvkzen

Creative Reuse Toronto, supplies & classes,
@creativereusetoronto

Kat Hernden, geometric stitching and painting, @kathernden
Patsy Kambitsch, visual storyteller; @playthinklive
Karyn Lao, advanced pom-pom instructor, @karynaroo

Stephanie Metz, felting-based sculptor,
@stephanie_metz_sculpture

Emily Nicolaides, Amazing Circular Weaving, @emilynicolaides

Joyce Weiland, textile art pioneer, exhibit at AGO.ca




BiHex community weaving

All are welcome to try hexagonal weaving.

Thread a darning needle with your choice of yarn, or use a
yarn that has already started. Pull it into the spot where the
last person stopped. No knot required: hold onto a 3-inch
tail of yarn until your stitches make a friction-fit. Weave the
needle in and out to make a checkerboard pattern, or be
creative with some other stitch. At each corner of the
hexagon, loop the yarn around one extra time.

Bisexual flag colours

The community weaving is in the colours of the Bisexual
Pride flag, designed by Michael Page & Liz Nania:

Pink represents attraction to same or similar sexes/genders.
Blue represents attraction to different sexes/genders.

Purple represents attraction to all sexes/genders, or
attraction regardless of sex/gender.

The flag is used for LGBTQ+ Pride, for Bisexual Visibility Day
(September 23), and year-round.
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